
SPOKANE CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
210 N. Havana, Spokane, WA 99202 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 

 
Attendees 
Supervisors: Chair Jerry Scheele, Randy James, Tom Miller, Jaki Shrauger, Wendy Knopp 
Absent: None 

Associate Supervisor: Chris Mahelona 

SCD Staff: Vicki Carter, Cori Turntine, Barry Tee, Hilary Sepulveda, Walt Edelen, TY Meyer, Mike Baden 

Guests: None 
 
Governance Culture 

Call Meeting to Order  

The meeting was held remotely using the WebEx app to connect the participants. 

Chair Scheele called the meeting to order at 12:08 and led the pledge of allegiance. 

In honor of Veterans Day 2020, Chair Scheele recognized the veterans in attendance. 
 

Acceptance of Consent Agenda 

The Consent Agenda was previously distributed. The Board accepted the Consent Agenda items 

consisting of: 

 November 2020 Board Agenda 

 October 13, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

 October 2020 Treasurer’s Report 

 November 2020 Payables Report 

Treasurer’s Report   

Prior to the meeting, Supervisor Shrauger reviewed the adjusted balances in the Treasurer’s Report and 

the bank statements.  

 

Shrauger had a question about the Numerica Checking total of $511,897.60. Turntine noted that there 

are two locations on the statement where the balances are noted.  The $511,897.60 is the total of all 

checking account balances and therefore includes the sweep account.   

 

Carter mentioned that since Shrauger was absent at the October 13, 2020 board meeting that we 

needed to approve the October payables.  

 

Scheele noted several misspellings in the October Minutes. Minutes were revised. 
 

Motion Shrauger/James to accept the Consent Agenda, including the November Payables Report in the 

amount of $326,205.56. Motion carried.  

 

New Business/Linkage to Community  

Public Comments & Introductions 
No public were present. 



 
Governance Culture 
Water Resources Department Report 
Water Resources Manager, Walt Edelen presented an overview of the work 2020 accomplishments in the Water 
Resources Department.  
 
As of September 2020, the On-Site Septic Program has completed a total of 177 projects which averages 30 
projects a year or 2.5 projects per month. This included 35 repairs and placements. There were 142 connections 
for sewer which amounted to $55,000 in grant funding spent and $745,500 in loans issued. 142 septic systems 
have been eliminated from this program.  
 
The Newman Lake/ Honeymoon Bay Septic Pilot Study successfully installed two systems in 2020. The research 
they gathered has shown that septic systems contribute to high levels of phosphorus and nitrogen, causing 
frequent water quality issues such as excessive algae and aquatic plant growth. In July, they installed the first 
system from the manufacturer Busse. This system is the first of its type installed in the State of Washington. This 
system is an above-ground system contained in a shed. In other situations, this system can be put into a vault or 
even inside the home, depending on the individual space constraints. This system uses membrane bioreactor 
technology to separate coarse biodegradable material before pumping wastewater to an aeration section, 
where remaining organic matter breaks down. Treated wastewater then passes through microfiltration 
membranes to eliminate suspended material and bacteria, achieving treatment levels many times greater than a 
standard septic system. This system reduces phosphorus levels up to 99%. 
 
In August, they installed the second system, from the manufacturer Biomicrobics. This system is an in-ground 
system, discharging to a traditional tank and drain field, while utilizing similar membrane bioreactor technology 
and has been shown to also produce high-quality treatment levels. Both systems are up and running 
successfully.  
 
Spokane County Commissioners asked the Water Resources department to perform a wave study at Newman 
Lake. They measured the wave lengths in and across the lake spring 2020 through fall 2020.  They are finalizing a 
report with the data collected this winter. Water Resources would like to continue the study, but more funding 
would be needed to do so. 
 
The Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) is intended to protect and enhance critical areas that are viable to 
agriculture. VSP currently has an 11-member implementation work group. They are continuing to implement 
plan elements including an outreach project. Doug Phelps was awarded a $54,000 grant that will enhance and 
expand the farm corridors in Spokane County.  
 
The Family Forest Fish Passage Program (FFF2P) has opened over 130 miles of new stream habitat since 2007. 
They have worked with 23 landowners and have made 26 barrier corrections. Recent work in Deer Creek 
opened 23.5 miles of fish habitat, relocated over 40 native fish downstream and planted 130 native trees for 
stream bank stabilization.  
 
RCPP is heading into its last year of contracts. 206 contracts were signed which amounts to 162,590 acres 
treated. Approximately 436,028 tons of soil was saved from entering our local stream & rivers. Edelen noted 
that this is equivalent to 29,028 dump truck loads. Additionally, 431 acres (119 miles) the Commodity Buffer 
Program has installed 431 acres of implemented and preserved buffer.  
 
The Water Resources department stabilized approximately 3,200 linear feet along Hangman (Latah) Creek, near 



Valleyford, WA. The site was comprised of vertical banks approximately eight to twelve feet high with very 
limited native vegetation. These vertical banks were very unstable and deterred vegetation from establishing, 
which allowed for a high contribution of sediment to travel into the Spokane River. The goal of the project was 
to reduce sediment and to restore floodplain connectivity. This was accomplished through bank shaping, 
installation of woody revetments, toe-rock, and planting of native riparian vegetation.  
 
Other projects completed this year included 150 tree plantings in the Dartford Creek area. They also worked 
with two landowners along the Spokane River in Millwood to restore approximately 350 feet of shoreline 
stabilized using logs. In Valleyford, WA they installed gutters and drainage systems in a heavy use livestock area.  
 
Carter and the Board congratulated Edelen on all the wonderful work they have completed this year despite 
setbacks regarding COVID-19 restrictions.  
 
Financial Report/Update 
Turntine presented a new livestock project in the Fairfield area requiring approval.  The project will be funded by 
two funding sources, DOE Husseman funds and WSCC Livestock grant.   
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the WSCC livestock cost-share agreement in the amount of $3,600 at 75% 
cost-share. Motion carried.  
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the DOE Husseman cost-share agreement in the amount of $29,600. Motion 
carried.  
 
Turntine also reported the award of two new loan agreements from DOE.  A $3 million loan was awarded to help 
continue the regular Direct Seed Loan program and a $1 million loan was awarded for a targeted Direct Seed 
Loan program in the Hangman Creek watershed.  Turntine presented resolution F.11.10.20 and F.11.09.20 which 
summarize these loans, respectively.  
 
Motion James/Miller to approve resolution F.11.10.20 accepting the $3 million Direct Seed Loan and 
F.11.09.20 accepting $1 million Hangman Creek Direct Seed Loan from Department of Ecology clean water act. 
Motion carried.  
 
During the last board meeting Meyer reported the need to evaluate the Direct Seed Loan program’s interest 
rates.  Our current pay back to DOE for recent loans has been 1.5% and we charge our loan recipients 4.5%. The 
interest rates on our new loans with DOE have dropped to .8%.  Ty reported that by lowering our rates to 3.8% 
we would be providing the same margin.  However, he recommended we charge 3.5% on 3-5-year loans and 
4.5% of 7-year loans. 
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the reduction in interest rate to 3.5% for the 3 - 5 year loan and reduction in 
interest rate on the 7 year loan to 4.5%. Motion carried 
 
Turntine discussed the 2020 budget position through October to date and stated that there is currently a deficit 
of about $20,000. However, there is about $150,000 in grant proceeds that are still outstanding. We have not 
received our assessment for this month, which will make us current. Turntine expects that we will end the year 
in a good place overall.  
 
2021 Draft (2) Budget 
Turntine presented the second draft of the 2021 budget.  Some of these updates include grant and loan funds 



added to reflect new awards, increased expenses related to the office move, new VOIP phone system and office 
furniture lease. No salary increases are currently projected but we will assess whether to provide a COLA 
increase. 
 
Knopp asked how many revisions of the budget will be made. Turntine said that the final revision will take place 
at the December meeting. Knopp requested a final page that showed 2020 revenue and expenses vs the 2021 in 
a summarized report. 
 
Director’s Discussion 
Carter discussed the feasibility planning. Carter recently spoke with CERB regarding an application for a loan up 
to $3 million to build an office building on the 8th property for Intrinium. She reported that a cash match is 
required. Interest rates for $3 million would be between 1% and 3%.  
 
Carter gave an update on the construction. The building is completely covered, and the roof is on. SCD staff 
went over a few weeks ago during the staff meeting to tour the space. Things are moving along quickly. Issues 
with utilities went slightly over budget. Leaking from the roof is currently being worked through. The project is 
running on schedule. Carter and Turntine have been working on some of the interior design and furnishings.  
 
Carter is requesting some inspirational quotes that can be used in the new building for custom wall coverings in 
the multipurpose rooms. Subjects should include soil, water, conservation, etc.  
 
Employee evaluations are coming up and management will be revising evaluations due to the COVID 
restrictions. 
 
WA Farmer Veteran Coalition conference will take place next week virtually. Outreach Specialist, Sepulveda has 
prepared a virtual booth for Vets on the Farm.  
 
Vets on the Farm November meeting will take place next Thursday at 2pm. They have been awarded another 
$35,000 for 2021 internships. Friday afternoon they are hosting an end of the season party.  
 
Carter reported that the WACD conference will be held virtually and summarized the resolutions that have been 
approved at each area meeting.  Carter reported that she will register all board members for the WACD 
conference so they can attend as they are available. 
 
Board Planning/Training 
Since the meeting was running long Carter asked board members if they’d like to watch the Supervisor training 
video before concluding the meeting or on their own.  Scheele and James reported they had already watched 
the Policy Making for Conservation District Boards video ahead of time.  The remaining members agreed to 
watch it on their own. 
 
Operational Expectations 

Correspondence and Announcements 

November 30, 2020 WACD Board of Directors Meeting 

NACD Meeting February 1-10th virtually 

 

Motion Knopp/ Miller to accept the September Treasurer’s report.  

 



Executive Session 

None planned. 

 

Closing of the Meeting 

Reading of the Motions 
Sepulveda read the motions. 
 
Motion Shrauger/James to accept the Consent Agenda, including the November Payables Report in the 
amount of $326,205.56. Motion carried  
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the WSCC livestock cost-share agreement in the amount of $3,600 at 75% 
cost-share. Motion carried.  
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the DOE Husseman cost-share agreement in the amount of $29,600. Motion 
carried.  
 
Motion James/Miller to approve resolution F.11.10.20 accepting the $3 million Direct Seed Loan and 
F.11.09.20 accepting $1 million Hangman Creek Direct Seed Loan from Department of Ecology clean water act. 
Motion carried.  
 
Motion James/Knopp to approve the reduction in interest rate to 3.5% for the 3 - 5 year loan and reduction in 
interest rate on the 7 year loan to 4.5%. Motion carried 

 

Motion Knopp/ Miller to accept the September Treasurer’s report. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Hilary Sepulveda 
 
  

Gerald A Scheele, Chair      Randy James, Member                     

The Spokane Conservation District’s Board meeting minutes are intended to be a reasonable summary of the Board’s deliberations and action. The minutes are not 
a verbatim record of everything said at the meeting. The minutes include all actions taken by the Board. 


